BILBAO
troops through the gap thus caused The 1st and the
5th Brigades went right on almost without interruption
to the heights of Santa Manna, which look down on DOS
Caminos, the southern suburb of Bilbao. The Black
Arrow Brigades, which had captured Plencia, were push-
ing down in their sector, cleaning up all the ground west
of the "Iron Belt," and were within seventy-two hours to
seize Las Arenas, the fashionable seaside suburb of the
Basque capital. Other troops were assembling at Galda-
cano and Lemona, and the Reds were not to be aEowed a
minute's respite.
During the next two days I inspected the Reds5 con-
crete defences along the "Iron Belt," both in the hills of
Castelumendi and Santa Marina and also at the hinge
it made down on the river level at Galdacano. The
machine-gun emplacements were good. The barbed-wire
belts were deep. But three-quarters of the system, owing
to General Franco's energetic attack, had never been used.
The Reds were also faulty in never having dreamt that
the system might be pierced and m not building switch
lines to prevent the whole barrier being overrun at once.
There is a story of deep interest behind the Red plans
for the building of the "Iron Belt." They impressed not
only manual labour but also the services of aU the engi-
neers they could lay hands on. One of these, who took a
prominent part in designing the line of defences, was* a
Nationalist trapped in Bilbao. He carried on his work
and waited his opportunity, and managed at the beginning
of June to cross the lines, taking with him complete plans
of all the defences of Bilbao I saw him at Colonel
Valmo's headquarters, in the blue uniform of a Captain
of Falangists, with his precious drawings in front of him,
on which were indicated every rnachine-gun position,
10*                                       295